April 20, 2016

Sunday, May 15 — 9:15 am All Church Worship and More!
9:15 am - Pentecost Combined Worship
On Pentecost, the day we celebrate the birth of the Church,
Contemporary, Traditional, and African services will come together for
worship. The combined worship will take place in the Fellowship Hall.
10:15 am - Progressive Brunch to celebrate all the updates we have
made to our beautiful facility. (Sunday morning small groups will not
meet.) Following the combined worship we will have a Progressive
Brunch to view and celebrate all the recent renovations and updates
to our facility. You will receive a map to guide you around the building
and at each new renovation, finger foods will be available. The tour
will include the Office Suite, 2nd and 3rd floor lobby’s, the Youth Suite,
and the Choir Room.
Also, please stop by the third floor Youth Suite and greet our graduating
seniors and their families and have some cake in their honor.
11:00 am (ish) - Brief Business meeting to vote on 2016-2017
Endowment recommendations.

Attention all graduates!
First Baptist would like to honor all of our high school and college graduates on Sunday, May 15th. Graduates will be
recognized in our combined worship service. We are asking that all graduates send your graduation information to the
church no later than Sunday, April 24th so it may be featured in the Spire. (For high school students this includes your
name, senior photo, school graduating from, and future plans. For our college and post college grads, please include your
name, recent photo, parent’s names, school you are graduating from, degree you are graduating with, and future plans).
Information may be brought to the church office or emailed electronically to mmcentyre@fbc-columbia.org. Congratulations
to all our grads!
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UpcomingEvents
We must be willing to get rid of the life we planned
So as to have the life that is waiting for us.
- Joseph Campbell
Last week, I was thinking about how incredibly blessed I am to be the parent of two beautiful adopted
children. I was overwhelmed with the realization that while I cannot have children, I have the joy of
being a mom. What did I do to deserve such a gift? All parents love and cherish their children but
adoptive parents know that there is something unique about the experience of longing, hoping and
waiting for child and then, finally having that dream come true. You can’t believe it is real. It makes
the gift of children so precious. I have learned so much from infertility and adopting. One of the lessons that I have
learned from this experience can translate into so many different areas of our lives.
We all start out with dreams of how our lives will turn out, but eventually life breaks your heart, divorce, death, a
debilitating illness, the end of a career. Sooner or later, life doesn’t go as planned.
For some people, the tyranny of the dream is just too much. They just can’t let go of the life they imagined. But for people
of faith, trust in a loving God, a God who is an expert at bringing good out of bad, can change everything. God can
help us to let go of the life we planned and recognize that there are other dreams to be had. It is like the prophet Isaiah
says,
Do not remember the former things, or consider the things of old.
I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?
I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert. (Isaiah 43:18-19)

Upcoming Concerts at First Baptist
Thursday, April 28

7:00 pm

The Justin Kauflin Trio
We Always Swing Jazz Series

Friday, April 29

8:00 pm

Jane Froman Singers
Columbia College

Sunday, May 1

2:00 pm		

University of Missouri
Woman’s Chorus

Vacation Bible School
Save the Date for Cave Quest:
June 9-12 at First Baptist Church

			5:00 pm		University of Missouri
Concert Chorale
Friday, May 6

7:00 pm

Odyssey Chamber Music Series

Saturday, May 7

7:00 pm

Boonslick Chordbusters

-----------------------------------------

Other Upcoming Concerts
Sunday, May 1

4:00 pm

P.S. Thank you so much for giving me time away to be with Marin and for the opportunity to marvel at how God has
answered our prayer for children. I look forward to leading in worship on Sunday and will be preaching for the next
few weeks about: What it means that Christ is risen! Just as a reminder, I will continue to have part time office hours
until the end of May.

Watch the Spire for more information
in the following weeks!

Columbia Handbell Ensemble
@ Broadway Christian Church

— Pastor Carol McEntyre

Thanks and Best Wishes
Madison Reynolds, First Baptist Administrative Assistant, has recently announced
that she will be leaving us on May 4. Madison, and her husband Jim, will be
moving to Portland, Oregon where he has accepted a new position. While it is
extremely difficult to see her go, we are grateful to Madison for her dedication
and hard work on behalf of First Baptist. During her tenure, the offices have
been transformed both aesthetically as well as in levels of efficiency and
productivity. Her organizational skills have added to the clean up of our work
room, our financial records, and she was so helpful as we re-organized following
the Fellowship Hall renovations. Our prayers and best wishes go with her as she
moves to Portland.
As we move forward...Charles Hunter, Personnel Chair, and our Pastor have
already been in touch with a local agency to hire a temporary assistant during
the interim phase.

Prayers & Concerns:
We hope
to see you
there!

Barry Kausler is undergoing
chemotherapy treatments
for colon cancer.

Sunday, May 1

Celebrations:
Beth and Eli Marchbanks are
expecting their first child in August.
Welcome new members,
Newton Riley and Debby Riley.

6:30 pm

Bria Jones’ Senior Recital
@ Whitmore Recital Hall

Ann Judson Christian Action Circle
The Circle meets on the First Thursday of the month, at 1:00 pm in the conference room. On May 5 Khaki Westerfield
will be giving a program entitled “First Baptist Memories.” The Women’s Circle cordially invites all church members to
attend this very informative presentation.
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The Serving Team is offering our First Baptist family the opportunity
to get involved in supporting our community with a day of serving. On
Saturday, April 23rd we encourage you to join us at the church
at 8:30am for some words of instruction and encouragement
before we head out to our ministry sites.
• Our main project is in conjunction with For Columbia, an
innovative collaboration of Columbia churches coming together to serve our community on a larger scale. Our church
has been assigned to work at Wilkes Boulevard United Methodist Church. While there, you may be participating in
a variety of projects, which include many painting jobs as well as building shelves and improving a bathroom. This
church opens its doors to all people, though its primary ministry focus is serving the homeless in Columbia. Housed in
their building is Loaves and Fishes soup kitchen and Turning Point, a ministry which provides practical resources to the
homeless community such as laundry facilities, showers and the ability to receive mail. As a volunteer for Wilkes, you
will be providing support to this congregation as well as some of the most needy in our community. Please bring work
gloves and your tool box, if you have one. All painting supplies will be provided.
• The Wardrobe (one of Columbia’s non-profit consignment stores) project should require no special preparation.
Comfortable clothing and shoes are encouraged.
• Our final option is a family-friendly project of light yard work and planting flowers to help create a welcoming area
for our Child Development Center families. As a part of this project, our kids will have the opportunity to help create
encouraging posters for area youth participating in the Special Olympics. Wear clothing that you don’t mind getting
dirty. All participants are encouraged to wear close-toed shoes.
Following the projects, we will meet for lunch for everyone who wishes to attend. If you have not already signed up for
a project but would like to help, please email Michael McEntyre at mmcentyre@fbc-columbia.org.

