
Book Discussions Group
The Teaching Team would like to invite First Baptist family and friends to join our
annual book discussion group from our summer 2016 book list. Below are the four books 
with the dates that we will be discussing this year. Each gathering will be held in the Parlor on 
the second floor at 10:00am.

Drawing on vast new data that reveal Americans’ changing behavior, Putnam 
shows how we have become increasingly disconnected from one another and how 
social structures—whether they be PTA, church, or political parties—have disin-
tegrated. Until the publication of this groundbreaking work, no one had so deftly 
diagnosed the harm that these broken bonds have wreaked on our physical and 
civic health, nor had anyone exalted their fundamental power in creating a society 
that is happy, healthy, and safe. 

Bowling Alone

Daring Greatly
Daring Greatly is not about winning or losing. It’s about courage. In a world where “never 
enough” dominates and feeling afraid has become second nature, vulnerability is subver-
sive. Uncomfortable. It’s even a little dangerous at times. And, without question, putting 
ourselves out there means there’s a far greater risk of getting criticized or feeling hurt. But 
when we step back and examine our lives, we will find that nothing is as uncomfortable, 
dangerous, and hurtful as standing on the outside of our lives looking in and wondering 
what it would be like if we had the courage to step into the arena—whether it’s a new 
relationship, an important meeting, the creative process, or a difficult family conversation. 
Daring Greatly is a practice and a powerful new vision for letting ourselves be seen.

Not since C.S. Lewis’s Mere Christianity has such a wise and informed leader taken the 
time to explain what Christianity is and how it is practiced. In Simply Christian, re-
nowned biblical scholar and Anglican bishop N.T. Wright makes a case for Christianity 
from the ground up. Walking the reader through the Christian faith step-by-step and 
question by question, Wright’s Simply Christian offers explanations for even the tough-
est doubt-filled skeptics, leaving believers with a reason for renewed faith.

Simply Christian

A chance encounter with a reproduction of Rembrandt’s The Return of the Prodigal Son 
catapulted Henri Nouwen on a long spiritual adventure. Here he shares the deeply personal 
and resonant meditation that led him to discover the place within where God has chosen to 
dwell.

The Return of The Prodigal Son

January 14th, Facilitator: Kim Siegenthaler

July 22: Facilitator: John Hal

April 22: Facilitator: Noah Hartfield

October 21st: Facilitator TBA


